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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIAT~ RELEASE 
May 13, 1985 
Select 
CHARLESTON, IL-- 11 Eastern Illinois University represents the qualities 
that must be preserved if higher education is to continue to be the threshold 
of opportunity in America, 11 according to Mrs. Nancy Froelich, Vice Chair of 
the Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities. 
Speaking at Eastern 1 S commencement ceremony Saturday (May 11), 
Mrs. Froelich said 11 I challenge each of you to use your education for the 
common good, to fulfill your responsibilities to society, and to dedicate 
your life and talent to the service of your communities and their needs. 11 
Mrs. Froelich, of Gridley, brought the greeting of the BOG to the 
10 a.m. ceremony. Historian James Flexner was granted in absentia an honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree. Flexner was unable to attend on the advice 
of his doctor. 
Entertainer Burl Ives, a student at Eastern from 1927 to 1930, was 
granted the same degree in an afternoon ceremony. Approximately 1500 students 
participated in both programs. 
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Angelynn Richardson, student body president at Eastern Illinois University, 
helps ~1rs. Nancy Froelich with her 11mortarboard 11 prior to commencement ceremonies 
Saturday. Mrs. Froelich, a member of Eastern 1 S governing board (Board of Governors 
of State Colleges and Universities), spoke on behalf of the Board. Miss Richardson, 
of Springfield, served as an aide at the ceremony. 
